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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8

(    (    (    (    (    (    (    (      For Private Circulation Only  (  Vol. 10 No. 3  (  Feb. – April 2007    (    (    (    ( 
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Miss Silver or

Silver Mission’, often used, refers to the retired people of God getting involved with mission, and ‘Golden Age Mission’, less used, refers to people of God, who have reached half a century old and who can opt for early retirement to serve the Lord in mission.
How meaningful and beautiful it is to spend the last leg of one’s life for the One Whom we love and Who has given His life for us. Most of these people are experiencing ‘empty nest’ loneliness, their children have begun or have settled in their own new lives. Many of them have rich experience in lives, spiritually mature, are skilful in their own fields of expertise, and are professional. They are also financially stable.
At this age people begin to travel outside Malaysia and make trips either to see their children or to do extended business, or just to tour. Wouldn’t it be ‘profitable’ if such people give of their best for the Lord and invest in mission which really is an investment for eternity?

In the next three months, we will have six Senior Citizens from the Assemblies proceeding to the mission fields for as long as six months to one year.
We would like to call on all the Senior Citizens in the Assemblies to rally together for the cause of mission, do something for his Kingdom so that everyone of every people in this world will at least have a single chance to hear the Gospel.

From The ECHOS:
As the Mission Night and The ECHOS round up their tenth year in October this year, we give God thanks for condescending to use these two as instruments to create mission awareness among the saints in Penang and to some extent, elsewhere as the Lord chooses to use them. 

With this issue and for this first Mission Night in 2007, we would like to focus a challenge to the golden- and silvered-haired from among us, to be interested and involved in missions. In tonight’s Mission Night, we shall listen to the testimony of three retired teachers who went to Cambodia with five other younger ones last November and chose to obey God’s call to them to return and commit themselves to a year’s ministry there from April this year. They will be teaching English to those in Cambodia.
We shall also feature a doctor on a “Silver Age Mission”, also to Cambodia, to be actively and administratively involved in setting up a medical mission ministry there. 

Among us in the congregation there are many who are golden- and silver-haired (and perhaps those who even have no hair!). How are we spending our golden years? Are we prepared to be Silver Age Missionaries or even better Golden Age Missionaries?
Is it golden because of the many golden opportunities that exist for serving the Lord in the mission field? It need not be necessarily going abroad, or coming out as a missionary or commended worker in the local assembly but it is facing up to the challenge of Missions. What is Missions? 

It is that which is Envisaged in our Lord’s Great Commission…
●   ●   ●   Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8
· To Evangelise - Go ye therefore... or ….ye shall be witnesses
· To Speak to Souls you meet with; 
· To Go about telling them the Gospel; 
· To have a Mind for Missions

· To Edify, Exhort and Encourage with the Word – 

Teach all nations… to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.

Among the things to be Taught are …

· The Importance of Missions – its link with the Great Commission, its need and its urgency.

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, 


Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest  
●   ●   ●  Jn. 4:35

· The Involvement with Missionaries – pray for them, visit them, encourage them, write to them, etc.

As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;


Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

· The Intelligent use of Manpower and Money – give of your Self and of your Substance.
 
Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of 

the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves 

to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God…Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, 

and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, 

see that ye abound in this grace also. 
●   ●   ●   II Cor. 8:4-7
· To be Empowered in your witness.


But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.
●   ●   ●   Acts 1:8



and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
●   ●   ●   Matt. 28:20


Can a person be too old to serve the Lord? In the sphere of Missions, he/she can never be!

Moses was eighty years old when God called Him to deliver Israel:



And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to 







visit his brethren the children of Israel .●   ●   ●   Acts 7:23



And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him…an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush…

Saying, I am the God of thy fathers...And now come, I will send thee into Egypt.
●   ●   ●   Acts 7:30-34

Caleb was eighty-five years old when he asked to fight for his inheritance:


And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, 

even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered 

in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.  As yet I am 

as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, 

even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in. 

Now therefore give me this mountain.
●   ●   ●   Josh. 14:10-12

Anna, the prophetess, was a widow until she was eighty-four years


There was also a prophetess, Anna… She was very old…and was a widow until she was eighty-four. 


She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
●   ●   ●   Lk. 2:36, 37, NIV
Many prime ministers in the world though in their golden years are giving their prime years to the nation.
A person can never be too old to be involved in missions…
As with Moses, one can Live a mission-minded life; Learn and Launch forth into new missions within one’s capacity.

As with Caleb, one can tap on one’s experience, wisdom and skills to Counsel, Comfort and Coach younger missionaries.
As with Anna, one can Pray, Petition and Praise God on behalf of the missionaries.
As with the Macedonian Christians, one can Give Generously to the work of missions.
Can a person be too old to do any of the above?
As you think of your retirement, hopefully it will never be in the sphere of missions.
●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●
●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●
Silver or Golden Age Mission














